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Beyond 
Barriers: 
Soaring 
in the 
Spirit

In challenging times, 
we stand with peacemakers. 

Our mission, 
“Witnessing to God’s peace 

rooted in justice; 
working together until it comes,” 

thrusts us beyond barriers,
to belong and nurture the Beloved 

Community,
to be more like Jesus.

Soaring with the Spirit’s impulse! 

Annual Theme

BPFNA-Bautistas por la 
Paz is the largest Baptist 
network of peacemakers in 
the US, inclusive of other 
denominational faiths and 
non-confessional groups 
and individuals. We serve 
about 6,000 peacemakers 
and more than 1,400 
members from and within 
the dominant consciousness, 
empathic communities and 
marginal and discriminated 
groups (People of Color: 
Hispanics, African 
American, undocumented 
migrants, Indigenous 
groups and gender 
minorities) in four member 
nations—Canada, the US, 
Mexico & Puerto Rico.
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A Message from the Interim Director
We can’t deny that the past two years have been 

difficult. And yet, here we are in 2021—Present, 
Alive, Working, Changing, Dreaming. We are also 
bruised, pained and surprised with situations that hurt 
our hearts, our families and our national expectations. 
	 We in the US, especially, are reeling from the thou-
sands of deaths from COVID-19, the January 6 attack 
on the US Capitol, the deadly attacks on brothers and 
sisters of color. These past two years showed the resil-
ience of our organization, as well as our obstinate and 
passionate will for peace. As Jesus did, we defiantly 
set our hearts to face the challenges that 2021 brings, 
embracing friends old and new. 
	 This 2019-2020 Annual Report highlights the work 
of BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz in the past two years 
amidst a changing world ravaged by the coronavirus 
epidemic. We have moved from one geographical place 
in Cali, Colombia, where we co-sponsored the Global 
Baptist Peace Conference, to our first Virtual Conference, 
which covered ten countries. But, more importantly, we 
continue moving beyond these barriers.
	 We praise God for the generous gift of $100,000 to 
the Gavel Memorial Peace Fund and $50,000 for BPFNA 
operations by Palo Alto Baptist Church (a founding 
church of the BPFNA), guided by pastor Rick Mixon. 

And we praise God for the graceful matching of this 
gift by a truly extraordinary anonymous donor. You 
can read about this amazing story in the Summer 2021 
issue of Baptist Peacemaker, Volume 41 No 3. 
	 You will see in the annual theme, “Beyond Barriers: 
Soaring in the Spirit,” the integration of our hope for 
peace in our programing and work as we welcome more 
online events and develop our webpage with new re-
sources for peacemakers. The Young Peacemakers focus 
will create a nurturing space for parents, churches and 
groups seeking resources and activities that will foster 
awareness of peace and justice issues in our children. 
	 In 2021 we have once again taken up the transition-
ing plan that was delayed by the pandemic and financial 
constraints. After careful consideration of the context of 
the nonprofit sector, with its opportunities and threats, 
and of BPFNA’s history, strengths and weaknesses, we 
defined strategies articulating two overarching goals: 

1. BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz will become finan-
cially sustainable by 2025 (Financial). 

2. BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz will become an ac-
tively antiracist, intercultural and decentralized 
organization (Identity).

	 Far reaching as they are, these goals will guide our 
work for the next couple of years and set the path for 
the future. We invite you to peruse the strategic focuses 
and become our partners in changing the world. 
	 Under the heading “Equipping and Mobilizing” see 
what we have accomplished even when we were finan-
cially affected by the pandemic. Our financial reports are 
a testimony to our commitment to peace and resilience. 
	 As Interim Executive Director, it has been a difficult 
but incredible journey to be part of BPFNA in these 
times. The Board of Directors is a group of committed, 
essential and talented companions in this path to gather, 
equip and mobilize peacemakers. 
	 So, seeing what we have accomplished, I continue 
to give thanks to God for each of you, for your support 
and your trust. Thank you, peacemakers, for moving 
Beyond Barriers. Thank you for your willingness to 
respond to the divine call.

With joy and hope! 
Rev. Dr. Doris García Rivera

From the Staff
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Our Interim Director, Dr. Doris García Rivera, has 
shared our organization’s goals: to become finan-

cially sustainable and to continue our witness of peace 
and justice by becoming an antiracist, intercultural and 
decentralized organization. So, how are we doing? 
	 Assessing our financial health has been a difficult 
assignment for two reasons. First, we realized that we 
did not have accurate figures being recorded by our 
personnel. So we remedied that situation. Only then 
did we find that our contracted financial person was not 
able to fulfill the responsibilities we had contracted. So, 
once again, we made changes internally so that we can 
be in control of recording and publishing our financial 
reports, as was customary of our past reporting. 
	 Recently, we invited Evelyn Hanneman to assist 
Kristen Pajkowski with adding financial tasks to her 
job description. Kristen is currently working 30 hours 
per week. Pending her progress, we plan to increase her 
workload to full time, managing the office, database and 
financial responsibilities.
	 Other productive changes that have been made since 
our last annual report include moving our member data 

into a new database system that is efficient and capable 
of pulling informational lists as needed. We changed 
financial institutions to wire and manage money trans-
fers across nations as needed. We saved administrative 
costs by using Zoom for staff and board meetings with 
simultaneous translation capabilities. And we were able 
to meet more often, increasing our communication and 
transparency among committees while educating one 
another on our different nations and cultural settings.
	 As we continue to move into becoming “pro-antirac-
ist, intercultural and decentralized,” a vision team has 
been organized to imagine and plan. We have expanded 
the Board of Directors to 14 for this next year, including 
two young adult representatives. And the Board Devel-
opment committee is working on ensuring that the board 
is stabilized for the future by instituting an overlap of 
officers onto the Executive Committee and adhering to 
three-year commitments. 
	 Staffing continues to be adjusted. Here’s our current 
snapshot: Upon the retirement of Evelyn Hanneman 
and “rewire”ment of LeDayne Polaski, our board inher-
ited and has been managing several small 10-15 hour 

A Message from the BPFNA Board 

From the Board

4        2019-22 Annual Report • BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz



BPFNA Board of Directors 
2020-2021

President: Gail Hill, Chico, CA
Vice President: Verónica Garibay-Bravo, 

	 Querétaro, MX
Secretary: Anita Peebles, Seattle, WA

Treasurer: Jaime Escobar, New York, NY

Other members:  
Isai Altamirano, Mexico City, MX

Lina Forero, Cali, Colombia
Michelle Schellinger Gutiérrez, 

Boston, MA
Zoe McMillan, Jacksonville, FL

Luis Calderon Reyes, San Juan, PR
Jason Smith, Arkadelphia, AR

Jessica Torres-Torres, Indianapolis, IN
Karen Turner, Toronto, ON

Roxanna Wright, Philadelphia, PA

contracts. Recently, Allison Paksoy moved to another 
opportunity for employment. And Katie Cook, editor 
of Baptist Peacemaker, will retire in November 2021. 
	 Therefore, the Personnel Committee is recommend-
ing full time personnel to manage the organization’s op-
erations, communications and financial responsibilities. 
We have learned that it is hard to maintain the staff’s 
creativity, passion and commitment with part time 
employees and contractors. We have also sketched a 
timeline for the Executive Director search and are hand-
ing it to the next Executive team to nominate a search 
committee. The Vision team and Personnel committee 
should work closely together as they restructure staff 
to meet the organization’s vision and mission moving 
forward. 
	 And, quite honestly, what has continually moti-
vated this board of directors during our tenure is the 
gifted and generous staff of this organization. To say 
we have been blessed by Doris, Allison, Kristen, Katie, 
Rubén David, Hortensia, Ximena and intern Jasmin is 
an understatement.  Their offerings of time and talent 
is immeasurable! 
	 And we give thanks always for our members who 
have entrusted us with helping to lead this organization 
we adore and love. We look forward to the leadership 
of the incoming board, knowing we are in incredibly 
good, peace-loving hands! n

From the Board
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2014-2019: 
No Longer Strangers

In 204, the biblical image of “No Longer Strangers” 
became our overarching theme—to cross borders 

for peacemaking. It affirmed our bold desire to cross 
over those many boundaries keeping us apart: poverty, 
pollution, enemies in the worst scenario and strangers 
in the best. For five years, the BPFNA has crossed bor-
ders—providing awareness, education and training, and 
supporting projects to address the limits where injustice 
reigned. We were guided in this by our past Executive 
Director, Rev. LeDayne McLeese Polaski. We reaffirmed 
that despite the many “borders” between us, God has 
made us one. Pushing forth for that hope of unity, we 
continue to be peacemakers in a journey to go “Beyond 
Barriers” to become more and to belong to each other.

2019 and 2020, transition years:
Beyond Barriers

The year 2019 saw Rev. LeDayne Polaski and Evelyn 
Hanneman completing their work with BPFNA. 

Both represented a 20-year history of peacemaking 
within the BPFNA. 
	 The board at the time developed an intense workload 
with the coming 2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference 
(GBPC) and the process to hire an Interim Executive 
Director. After the GBPC in Colombia, the board select-
ed Rev. Dr. Doris García Rivera as Interim Director, to 
start in September 2019 to lead the organization with a 
strategic transitioning plan. 
	 But then COVID-19 happened. By April 2020, it was 
already clear that we wouldn’t be able to celebrate the 
usual face-to-face 2020 Summer Conference (aka “Peace 

From “No Longer Strangers” to going “Beyond Barriers,” our 
annual themes express our journey, commitments and hopes.

Below: The 2019 BPFNA Board with LeDayne McLeese Polaski 
(third from right), shortly before her retirement.

What Inspires Us
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Board of Directors 2018-2019
President: Mayra Picos Lee, Wayne, PA

Vice President: Michael Ware, 
Rochester, NY

Secretary: Fela Barrueto, 
Fresh Meadows, NY

Treasurer: Rick Harris, Wayne, PA

Other members:  
Jaime Escobar, New York, NY

Verónica Garibay-Bravo, Querétaro, MX
Gail Hill, Chico, CA

Anita Peebles, Seattle, WA
Michelle Schellinger Gutiérrez, 

Boston, MA
Jessica Torres-Torres, Scottsdale, AZ; 

Asaf Vera, México City, MX

Camp”). At that moment, the world was facing more 
than 3 million cases of COVID-19 and 207,973 people 
had died. Therefore, we transitioned into our very 
first Virtual Peace Conference. This conference was a 
challenge, but also became a highway to strengthen 
the regions, provide space for peacemakers to meet 
and establish a sound theological foundation for the 
present context. With free access to all, we completed 10 
regional conferences and a major international plenary, 
with success beyond our dreams. n

What Inspires Us

Top left: 
Former Operations 
Coordinator Evelyn 
Hanneman, speaks at 
a BPFNA Summer 
Conference in Ontario.
Bottom left: 
Former Communications 
Manager Allison Paksoy 
relaxes with board GBPC 
staff during a meeting 
in Colombia. 
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Belonging to Peacemaking—Together. 
Our Annual Summer Conference is a special, globally known 

gathering where we connect, embrace each other 
and engage in fellowship.

2019 Global Baptist Peace Conference 
in Cali, Colombia•  July 15-20
Peace in Our Land: Towards 
a World without Violence

The 2019 BPFNA Summer Conference was held in 
conjunction with the Global Baptist Peace Confer-

ence (GBPC). The campus of Unibautista 
Baptist Seminary in Cali, Colombia, was 
chosen as host to this gathering. We came 
together to recognize, honor and learn from 
the extraordinary achievement of the Peace 
Agreements in Colombia, which was shat-
tered for so many years by armed conflict. 

	 The BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz staff and board 
played an essential role in organizing the conference, 
along with Unibautista Seminary, the Alliance of Baptists 
and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. There were 380 
attendees from 31 countries and participants from all of 
the world’s continents.
	 The conference included worship services, plenaries, 
36 workshops and storytelling around the themes “Liv-

What We Do

Top right: Representatives from different 
countries participate in a panel; Bottom right: 

Some 380 attendees engage in ongoing dis-
cussions in the dining tent on the Unibautista 

Seminary campus in Cali, Colombia. 
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We Gather
ing in a World Without Violence,” “Rebuilding Commu-
nities with Justice and Love,” “Imagining a Just World 
Without Violence” and “Empowering Peacemakers.”
	 We had special activities for children and teenagers, 
youth and regional networking sessions, beautiful music 
from all over the world in various languages and an 
unforgettable growing altar. And we planted a Tree of 
Peace on the campus. 
	 See reports and photos from the GBPC in the Fall 
2019 issue of Baptist Peacemaker (Vol 39 No 4) at http://
bpfna.wpcomstaging.com/baptist-peacemaker-39-4. To 
view conference videos, go to YouTube and search for 
the “Global Baptist Peace Conference” channel. To view 
a photo gallery from the conference, go to the Global 
Baptist Peace Conference Facebook page.

Testimonials from Cali

“Being in Cali and hearing the stories told there 
amounted to a call to action. There is something sa-
cred about being physically present with people, about 
greeting one another in the same spirit across barriers 

of language and nationality. Together, holding hands, singing 
in multiple languages, learning and loving, we were able to re-
mind each other that none of us is alone in the work of justice.
–Anita Peebles

“Few things I will remember with more yearning and 
happiness than this Summer Conference in Cali. We 
joined ourselves as a great family in Christ and dis-
covered together how wonderful and enriching it is to 

learn to be peacemakers.
–Hortensia Azucena Picos Lee

2020 BPFNA’s 
First Virtual Peace 
Conference 
Beyond Barriers, 
People Move

The 2020 BPFNA Summer 
Conference was originally 

planned to take place in San 
Diego, CA, but the COVID-19 
pandemic disrupted our plans. 

In a quick response from the Gatherings Committee and 
the Board of Directors, we moved to a virtual mode and 
made plans to hold the conference via Zoom. 
	 We recruited 10 regional leaders. All of this required 
a larger team for tech support, video and music produc-
tion and social media, but we managed it. 
	 The virtual conference reached more regions than 
ever before, including those located in areas previously 
not in contact with Summer Conferences. The virtual 
mode turned out to be a huge advantage in avoiding 
financial and migration restrictions.
	 We discovered new ways to approach membership 
and peacemakers in the Americas. We incorporated new 
technology, which will be useful for performing and 
communicating BPFNA’s work in the future. 
	 The conference included 10 regional meetings 
throughout the month of August, with Dr. Luis Rivera 
Pagán leading on the topic of “Prophetic Voice and Spir-
ituality, Human Liberation and the Search for Peace.” 
There were 406 attendees at the regional meetings via 
Zoom, Facebook and Whatsapp. Some meetings in 
Southern Mexico and Cuba were in person. 
	 At the end of the month, 175 people participated in 
the international plenary, with Dr. Pagán speaking on 
“The Theology of Migration.” The theme song, featur-
ing 27 musicians and singers from six countries, was 
brought together virtually in one wonderful musical 
ensemble.
	 Throughout the conference, the BPFNA provided 
Zoom meetings and resources for children and youth. 
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	 The BPFNA is working on an Ebook for those who 
want to go back and experience parts of the conference 
again—to reflect or go deeper into the theology of xe-
nophilia (loving the stranger, the neighbor, the different 
one) and to ponder on what it means to be in solidarity 
with one another. Watch for an announcement about 
this resource! To read about this remarkable conference, 
go to https://bpfna.wpcomstaging.com/special-re-
port-summer-conference-2020 to read the special Baptist 
Peacemaker report. 

Testimonies from Summer 
Conference 2020

“Nothing replaces face-to-face encounters. However, 
this virtual method brought us a wonderful benefit 
because it allowed us to reach more people than we had 
imagined. We were divided into 10 regions whose con-

tributions to the dialogue and program were very important. 
I think that a face-to-face virtual summer conference would 
not have involved that many people. Many would have been 
in doubt due to economic factors, visas and other “barriers.”
–Ximena Ulloa Montemayor, 2020 Summer Conference 
Coordinator

“[In Southern Mexico and Central America] we offered 
two regional conferences—virtual and face-to-face. 
The latter was with the purpose of including the most 
vulnerable groups. Therefore, as the regional leader 

for southern Mexico and in Central America, it represented 
an important step not only for my work as a peacemaker, but 
also as a woman and Indigenous leader.
–Dalia Eunice Juárez Fernández

We Gather

2021 International Virtual Peace 
Conference • July 20-August 28 2021
Beyond Barriers: 
Soaring in the Spirit
“...but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 
grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.” (Is. 40:31, NIV)

While the eagle inspired the prophet amidst his own 
challenges of injustice and needs, the logo of our 

2021 Summer Conference portrays hummingbirds that 

connect with both the sky and the earth. It was designed 
by Eleazar Pérez Encino, a Mayan Tzeltal who lives in 
Chiapas, the southernmost Mexican state. 
	 In Indigenous traditions, hummingbirds carry 
thoughts of love, know no borders or barriers, and fly 
in full freedom. They are fierce fighters and defenders 
of their territory, and they see beyond human ranges of 
colors. They represent our desire for a world without 
borders and a horizon of a just and peaceful world. 
	 Other logos submitted were shown during the 40 
Days of Summer Conference, to represent the impor-
tance of diversity in the dreams of peacemakers. 
	 This year’s virtual conference included 40 days of 
activities: workshops, panels, prayers, liturgies and ac-
tivities for children and youth. These were designed to 
give peacemakers tools and practical resources to engage 
in peacemaking. We learned about pastoral care, advo-
cacy, digital worship, art, resiliency, managing stress, 
responding to ideologies and much more. 
	 Panels on critical issues on racism and violence 
against women gathered the experience of the four BP-
FNA member nations with a leadership active in social 
movements within these areas. The conference closed 
on August 28, 2021, with Rev. Douglas Avilesbernal as 
the keynote speaker. 
	 Go to www.bpfna.org/conference-conferencia1 for 
more on this year’s conference. n
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We Equip & Mobilize

Rev. Dalia Eu-
n i c e  J u á r e z 

Fernández, a Na-
huatl woman from 
San Gabriel Chilac, 
Puebla, MX, is one 
of the few Indige-
nous women with a 
degree in theology 
in Mexico. 
	 With a Master in 
Practical Theology 
from Palmer Theo-

logical Seminary and a Bachelor of Theology and Indig-
enous Ministries from the Baptist Seminary of Mexico, 
she has developed a deep passion for peace and justice. 
	 Supported by a grant from the BPFNA World Peace 
Fund in 2019, Dalia and other Indigenous leaders par-
ticipated in the Art and Communication Workshop for 
Peace, an intercultural educational project where art 
and communication experiences via photography and 
video became new tools. 
	 The group used these tools to reflect on their real-

ity and tell stories—not only personal stories, but also 
stories of their own marginalization.
	 Dalia is founder of the Community of Indigenous 
Theologians of ABYA YALA “COTIAY.” She participated 
in the World Council of Churches’ Commission on Ecu-
menical and Formation (EEF) Webinar on Racial Justice. 
	 She is the current General Coordinator of the Mayan 
Intercultural Seminary (Seminario Intercultural May-
ense, or SIM) in Chiapas, MX, sharing the seminary’s 
vision of education, unity and a culture for peace with 
justice among men, women, youth and children facing 
racial discrimination and poverty. 
	 SIM is unique, not only deeply rooted in the gospel 
with a liberating perspective, but also deeply rooted in 
honoring the ways and being of Indigenous cultures. 
The seminary has engaged Indigenous cultures in the 
intersection of scripture and everyday life, in a quest 
to understand how one nurtures the other. It teaches 
how the two urge, challenge and persuade each other 
to change hearts and improve the world around them. 
–You can support this work by donating to the Gavel Memo-
rial Peace Fund. Contact bpfna@bpfna.org to find out how 
to donate. n

Meet Dalia

Top, first column: Dalia 
Juárez Fernández.

Left and right: Photos 
from the Art and 
Communication 

Workshop for Peace 
sponsored by BPFNA ~ 

Bautistas por la Paz. 

 The seminary has engaged Indigenous 
cultures in the intersection of scripture and 

everyday life, in a quest to understand 
how one nurtures the other. It teaches 

how the two urge, challenge and 
persuade each other to change hearts 
and improve the world around them. 
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The Peace Fund ~ Fondos por la Paz was established 
by the BPFNA Board of Directors in 2018 as a re-

sponse to the foreseeable depletion of the Gavel Memo-
rial Peace Fund. This program gives grants to empower 
small, grassroots groups doing the work of peacemaking 
on a local or regional level. Given the significance of the 
work accomplished and the relationships created by the 
Gavel Fund, the Board agreed to begin a commitment of 
allocating a percentage of contributions each year to fund 
grants, beginning in 2018 with a 3 percent commitment 
and thereafter increasing annually by 2 percent until 
reaching 10 percent of annual giving income.
	 Thanks to your faithful support, the Peace Fund ~ 
Fondos por la Paz program has awarded several grants 
in its short life. 

In 2019, a total of $7,482 was equally distributed among 
the following organizations:  

• AMEXTRA (Mexico) to provide ongoing nonvi-
olence education for children in marginalized 
communities. 

• CROSSING LINES AFRICA (Uganda) to offer 
training in conflict transformation and in trauma 
awareness and resilience for South Sudanese ref-
ugees. 

Grants 2019-2020
• PAN AFRICA PEACE NETWORK-BURUNDI (Bu-

rundi) to provide conflict transformation training 
for youth leaders and people living with albinism. 

• SEMINARIO BAUTISTA DE MÉXICO (Mexico) 
to lead peacemaking workshops in Indigenous 
churches and in congregations in marginalized 
areas near Mexico City. With the Peace Fund grant 
and complementary funding, Suriana González 
and her team carried out eight workshops on 
Conflict Transformation in eight learning commu-
nities and two workshops for team leaders with 

Below, left: A woman participates in a workshop in Burundi. Below, right: Indigenous women 
participate in a Conflict Transformation training in Mexico. 

What We Do

Very modest grants allow us to be 
in solidarity with people of faith 

endeavoring to create peace rooted 
in justice, working in ways suited to 
their context and shared by local 

leadership, often in very dangerous 
situations....

–Ad Hoc committee considering 
options for the Gavel Fund
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emphasis on peace education in Mexico City and 
Chimalhuacán. 

• SEMINARIO INTERCULTURAL MAYENSE (Mex-
ico) towards the seminary’s work with Indigenous 
communities impacted by injurious government 
policies. Using the people’s own art (poetry, story, 
music, drawing, video, photography), this project 
helped empower them for collective resistance. 
(See also page 11 of this report.)

• SEPAZ (Colombia) for its work with women who 
have encountered gender violence. The project 
offered economic empowerment along with psy-
chological and spiritual support.

In 2020, some of the activities funded by the Peace Fund 
~ Fondos por la Paz were limited by the coronavirus 

pandemic. However, most of our grantees managed to 
carry out their activities with proper regard to health 
measures. A total of $2,500 was distributed as follows: 

• PAN AFRICA PEACE NETWORK – BURUNDI 
(Burundi) received $1,000 to continue their ex-
cellent projects on conflict transformation and 
peacemaking workshops. 

• ldéphonse Niyokindi, a courageous peacemaker 
in the African country of Burundi and country 
representative of the Pan-African Peace Network, 
has worked for several years to mitigate violence 
and empower the youth in his community to 
foster peaceful cohesion 
and political tolerance. 
With his Peace Fund ~ 
Fondos por la Paz grant, 
he carried out a two-day 
workshop for 30 partic-

ipants in the Bugenyuzi commune, Province of 
Karuzi in early March, 2020.
(See the photos on page 14.) 

The remaining $1,500 was awarded evenly among the 
following organizations: 

• PEACEBUILDING, HEALING AND RECON-
CILIATION PROGRAM/PHARP (Kenya) for its 
project to equip 50 key women leaders with peace 

Above, right: Leaders of the 
Peacebuilding, Healing and 

Reconciliation Program 
(PHARP) in Kenya. 

Bottom, right: Participants in 
a training program on conflict 
prevention in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo.

We Equip & Mobilize
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and conflict transformation skills to address violent 
conflict caused by retrogressive cultural practices 
among pastoralists in the Kajiado North County. 

• COMMUNITY ACTION FOR INTEGRATED DE-
VELOPMENT (Democratic Republic of Congo) 
for its training program on conflict prevention and 
peaceful cohabitation, as well as the establishment 

of consultation frameworks between communities 
in conflict in Fizi, South Kivu.

• CORPORACIÓN MILAGROS DE AMOR/CorMA 
(Puerto Rico) to equip the homeless community its 
people serve in the First Baptist Church in Caguas, 
with reading and writing skills, so that they can 
overcome the situations of physical and verbal 

abuse, human trafficking and sexual 
abuse they face everyday.  
	 Learn more about application 
guidelines and dates at www.bpfna.
org/grants-subvenciones. 

Another grant awarded in 2019 
came from the Williamson 

Fund. The overseeing committee 
awarded $500 to QC Family Tree, an 
organization located in Enderly Park 
in Charlotte, NC, a mostly black and 
brown and mostly poor community 
“at the intersection of rapid gentrifi-
cation, an affordable housing crisis, 
food insecurity, unequal education 
and mass incarceration.” (Rev. Greg 
Jarrell). The grant funded an Ebook 
compiling the Muddy Turtle Talks, 
an ongoing storytelling project high-
lighting the experiences of this corner 
of the city. You can download the pdf 
of the Ebook under “blogs” at www.
qcfamilytree.org. n

Left, top and bottom: Young people 
participate in a 30-day training facil-
itated by  by the Pan-African Peace 
Network in Burundi.

What We Do
Grants, continued
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To say that 2020 was a “peculiar year” is an under-
statement. So many things happened—so much 

pain, so much loss. In these pandemic times, the BP-
FNA website (www.bpfna.org) has become a growing 
resource space for peace, justice and social action for 
churches, nonprofits, seminaries, and individuals 
seeking theological and social education, with practical 
ideas on peace and justice projects and organizing social 
actions. The pandemic limited our travel, but not our 
presence in places and around issues related to peace 
and justice.

• Our Board of Directors is very intentional on 
learning about peace and justice issues in the 
region. We were very grateful to receive the Hon. 
Judge LaDoris Cordell in our March 2020 meeting 
to learn about the history of oppression of Black 
people in our region. (To learn more about Judge 
Cordell, go to the Stanford Law School site at 
bawtp.laaw.stanford.edu.) We received country 
reports from Canada, the history of Puerto Rico, 
the women’s movement in Mexico and the recent 
protests in Colombia. (You can read about these 
and other interesting topics at www.bpfna.org/
news.)

• Our award-winning jour-
nal/magazine, Baptist Peace-
maker, began publishing all 
issues digitally, while print-
ing two of the four quarterly 
issues. It also became fully 
bilingual with the hiring of 
Spanish editor Rubén David 
Bonilla Ramos. 

• Puerto Rico Relief. Puerto 
Rico started the year hearing 
the rumbles of the earth. On 

January 6, an earthquake hit the island, causing 
devastation, including property and personal 
damage. With the donations of peacemakers and 
in coordination with the Baptist churches of Puerto 
Rico, BPFNA~ Bautistas por la Paz provided meat 
for 14 days to more than 150 people. We also pro-
vided medicines and first aid to people affected 
by the earthquakes. Alongside a pastoral convoy, 
Doris García-Rivera, our Interim Executive Direc-
tor, visited two refugee camps for displaced people 
and provided spiritual and emotional support and 
distributed basic sanitary toiletries, clothing and 
water. BPFNA also participated with the denom-
inational leadership in devotions, biblical reflec-
tions and simply “being there.” Read all about her 
experience in Doris’s post “Stronghold amidst the 
Tremors” at www.bpfna.org/news. 

• COVID-19 Faith Resources. February brought 
COVID-19 with millions infected, gasping for 
air, and a growing death toll. The pandemic 
also caused devastation in global markets, jobs, 
brought traveling at a stop, and brought us face 
to face with the need of improving relations with 

We Equip & Mobilize
Training, Resources & Advocacy 2019-2020

Members of the Puerto Rican 
community box up relief sup-

plies for earthquake victims.  
Photo by Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
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nature and with marginalized communities. Our 
staff compiled a series of articles, resources for 
reopening, prayers, hymns, guides, pledges, peti-
tions, self care and other resources for our mem-
bers and anyone interested in faith-based tools to 
navigate the pandemic. Check them out at www.
bpfna.org/covid19.

• Black Lives Matter. In May, the world was shaken 
by the death of George Floyd, mobilizing millions 
across the US and the world against police violence 
and racism. It made visible the oozing wound at 
the heart of the US that we have not been able or 
willing to heal in our white supremacist history. 
On June 9, 2020, together with the Alliance of Bap-
tists and American Baptist Home Mission Society 
(ABHMS), BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz issued 
a Joint Statement on Racism in the US, signed by 
more than 100 individuals and representatives of 
churches in the US, Puerto Rico, Mexico, Brazil 
and Uganda. We were united by the urge to come 
together and publicly acknowledge this system of 
oppression, as well as to call for a stop in the use of 
active US military against protesters. Our website 
was populated with essential antiracist educational 
and action-driven material for our constitueny, 

mostly developed by organizations specialized 
in denouncing police violence, educating on an-
ti-racism and denouncing white supremacy. (See 
www.bpfna.org/antiracism-contaelracismo to see 
this wide array of resources.)

• 2020 Summer Conference Resources. For the first 
time in our history, our website and Facebook page 
feature the songs, conferences and materials from 
our annual gathering, so that they are available 
for all. See more at our Summer Conference 2020 
resource site (www.bpfna.org/resources-recur-
sos-2020) and follow us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/bpfna/videos. Our social media 
accounts are more active than ever!

• Anti-imperialism and Decolonization. In October 
of 2020 we added a series of useful resources on 
Indigenous People’s Day (www.bpfna.org/antiim-
perialism-decolonization) for our membership in 
the US. 

• US elections: November 2020-January 2021. 
With the possibility of violent scenarios in the 
electoral process of the US, given the ideological 
polarization, the disinformation regarding mail-

in ballots, and the construction 
of a narrative of a fraudulent 
electoral process, BPFNA cu-
rated and offered peacemakers 
reliable information, materials 
and practical tools to help them 
face the unrest. The workshop 
“Dialogues in Democracy” was 
developed as a breathing space 
to share concerns, center expec-
tations and point to actions in 
preparation for unrest. For more, 
see our post, “Counting Every 
Vote as a Matter of Justice” at 
www.bpfna.org/news. n

Left: A Black Lives Matter action 
in Minneapolis, MN. Photo by 
Fibonacci Blue.

We Equip & Mobilize
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How We Work

Currently we maintain accounts at two banks, but plan to move everything from 
Truliant since they are unable to handle our wire transfers and Canadian checques. 

Truliant Credit Union
	 Checking	 $7,754.76

	 Savings	 $18,664.50
		  Peace Fund	 $982.24
		  Sehested Endowment	 $2,500.00
		  Trip Scholarships – Equal Exchange	 $2,997.99
		  Williamson Fund	 $2,223.0...
		  Future Programs	 $116.93
		  Hispanic Summer Program	 $5,481.00
		  BPFNA Funds	 $4,363.28

	 Money Market                                                                                                 $62, 578.93
		  Reserve Funds                                                                                               $3 278.93
		  Field Organizer	 $9,300.00
		  Gavel Funds	 $50,000.00

South State Bank
	 Checking	 $35,592.75
		  BPFNA Funds	 $34,542.75
		  Designated for Chiapas	 $1,050.00
	
	 Money Market 	 $261,892.68
		  BPFNA Funds	 $44,340.12
		  Gavel Funds	 $153,552.56
		  Crossing Lines - Africa	 $64,000.00
	
Schwab (invested funds)
	 Sehested Endowment	 $3,056.14
	 BPFNA Reserve	 $3,242.02

TIAA
	 Sehested Endowment (various CDs)	 $26,614.14

BPFNA Financial Snapshot as of July 30, 2021
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Contributors
The board and staff of the BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz thank 

the following individuals, local congregations and other 
organizations who provided financial support in 2019 and 2020. 
	 We are a people-based organization with minimal support 
from institutions. We operate with the commitment of people 
who believe in our vision for peace rooted in justice. We feel 
blessed to be able to do this vital work—and to work alongside 
people like you. If your name is not listed below and it should 
be, please notify us (704-521-6051; bpfna@bpfna.org).

Organizational Donors
ABC of Rhode Island, Exeter, RI • ABC Rochester/
Genesee Region, Rochester, NY • Alliance of Baptists, 
Raleigh, NC • Amazon Services, Seattle, WA • American 
Baptist Home Mission Society, Valley Forge, PA • Amer-
ican Baptist Personnel Svcs, Valley Forge, PA • Austin 
Heights Baptist Church, Nacogdoches, TX • Binkley 
Memorial Baptist Church, Chapel Hill, NC • Burlington 
Baptist Church, Burlington, ON • Calvary Baptist Church, 
Washington, DC • Central Baptist Church, Hartford, CT 
• Central Baptist Church, Wayne, PA • Chase Services, 
Wilmington, DE • Church of the Covenant, Palmer, AK 
• Church of the Savior, Cedar Park, TX • Circle of Mercy, 
Asheville, NC • Community Baptist Church, Warren-
ville, IL • Conrad Grebel University College Library, 
Waterloo, ON • Conscience International, Gainesville, 
GA • Cumberland First Baptist Church, Indianapolis, 
IN • Emmanuel Baptist Church, Albany, NR • Em-
manuel Baptist Church, Ridgewood, NJ • Emmanuel 
Friedens Church, Schenectady, NR • Fairview Baptist 
Church, Vancouver, BC • First Aid Arts, Seattle, WA • 
First Baptist Church Framingham, Framingham, MA • 
First Baptist Church in America, Providence, RI • First 
Baptist Church in Beverly, Beverly, MA • First Baptist 
Church of Berkeley, Berkeley, CA • First Baptist Church of 
Chico, Chico, CA • First Baptist Church of Cooperstown, 
Cooperstown, NR • First Baptist Church Of Dayton, 
Dayton, OH • First Baptist Church of Ithaca, Ithaca, NR 
• First Baptist Church of Jamaica Plain, Jamaica Plain, 
MA • First Baptist Church of Lewisburg, Lewisburg, PA 
• First Baptist Church of Moorestown, Moorestown, NJ 
• First Baptist Church of Palo Alto, Palo Alto, CA • First 
Baptist Church of Rochester, Rochester, NY • First Baptist 
Church of Springfield, Springfield, OH • First Baptist 
Church of Worcester, Worcester, MA • First Institutional 

Baptist Church, Phoenix, AZ 
• Ginter Park Baptist Church, 
Richmond, VA • Glendale Bap-
tist Church, Nashville, VA • 
Good Shepherd Baptist Church, 
Lynnwood, WA • Grace Baptist 
Church, Statesville, NC • Greece 
Baptist Church, Rochester, NY • 
H. C. Gemmer Family Christian 
Foundation, Indianapolis, IN • 
Highland Baptist Church, Lou-
isville, KY • Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Rochester, NY • Jeff St 

Baptist Community, Louisville, KY • Judson Memorial 
Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN • Judson Memorial 
Church, New York, NY • Lai Baptist Church, Frederick, 
MD • Lake Avenue Baptist Church, Rochester, NY • 
Lake Street Church of Evanston, Evanston, IL • Lake-
shore Avenue Baptist Church, Oakland, CA • MacNeill 
Baptist Church, Hamilton, ON • Madison Avenue Bap-
tist Church, New York, NY • McMinnville First Baptist 
Church, McMinnville, OR • Mercer University, Atlanta, 
GA • Metro Baptist Church, New York, NY • Myers Park 
Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC • Network For Good, 
Washington, DC • Noank Baptist Church, Noank, CT 
• North Shore Baptist Church, Chicago, IL • Northside 
Drive Baptist Church, Atlanta, GA • Oakhurst Baptist 
Church, Decatur, GA • Old Cambridge Baptist Church, 
Cambridge, MA • Open Way Community Church, Van-
couver, BC • Park Road Baptist Church, Charlotte, NC • 
Peace Community Church, Oberlin, OH • Prairie Baptist 
Church, Prairie Village, KS • Primera Iglesia Bautista 
Juncos, Juncos, PR • Pullen Memorial Baptist Church, 
Raleigh, NC • Royal Lane Baptist Church, Dallas, TX • 
Seattle First Baptist Church, Seattle, WA • Seeds of Hope, 
Waco, TX • Seventh & James Baptist Church, Waco, TX 
• Shell Ridge Community Church, Walnut Creek, CA • 
Southern Baptist Theo Seminary Library, Louisville, KY 
• Spectrum, Samford, CT • St John’s Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, NC • Swarthmore College Peace Collection, 
Swarthmore, PA • The Church at Highland Park, Austin, 
TX • The First Baptist Church of Ann Arbor, Ann Arbor, 
MI • The Hartford, Hartford, CT • The United Church of 
Granville, Granville, OH • U.C. Business, La Jolla, CA • 
Underwood Memorial Baptist Church, Wauwatosa, WI • 
Union Church, Berea, KY • United Church of Fayetteville, 
Fayetteville, NY • University Baptist & Brethren Church, 
State College, PA • University Baptist Church, Austin, TX 
• University Baptist Church, Columbus, OH • University 
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Contributors
Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN • Warrenville Commu-
nity Baptist Church, Warrenville, IL • Watts Street Baptist 
Church, Durham, NC • Webster Baptist Church, Webster, 
NY • West Henrietta Baptist Church, West Henrietta, 
NR • Williamsburg Baptist Church, Williamsburg, VA 
• Williston-Immanuel United Church, Portland, ME 
• Wolfville Baptist Church, Wolfville, NS • Woodbine 
Heights Baptist Church, Toronto, ON.

Individual Donors
Carol Adams, Decatur, GA • Cindy Adcock, Charlotte, 
NC • Debbie Ahlbrandt, Evergreen, CO • Jann Al-
dredge-Clanton, Dallas, TX • Eugene Allen, Minneapo-
lis, MN • Isaí Altamirano Hernández, Ciudad de México, 
MX • Christie Amato, Davidson, NC • Jackie Ammer-
man, West Roxbury, MA • Nancy & Jack Ammerman • 
Alison Amyx, Colona, IL • Lemuel Arnold, Atlanta, GA 
• Joy Arnold, Midway, KY • Joan Avery, Jacksonville, 
OR • Douglas Avilesbernal, Kent, WA • Patricia Ayres, 
Austin, TX • Marian Bacon, Memphis, TN • Daniel, 
Bagby, Henrico, VA • Marcia, Bailey, Collegeville, PA • 
Mylinda, Baits, Olympia, WA • April Baker, Nashville, 
TN • Asaf Baltodano, Ensenada, BC • Tim Bancroft, 
Wellsville, NY • Lisa Bandy • Diponkar Banerjee • Ani-
ta Bare, Garner, NC • Jim Barfield, Jackson, MS • Joanna 
Barr, Conshohocken, PA • Raimundo Barreto, Princeton, 
NJ • Fela Barrueto, Fresh Meadows, NY • Traci Bartell, 
Columbus, MI • Ann Baskin, Rome, GA 
• Joyce Bass, San Leandro, CA • Mark 
Batten, Winston-Salem, NC • J. Baughn, 
Rutherfordton, NC • Holly Bean, Mont-
clair, NJ • Gabrielle Beasley, Hyden, KY 
• Douglas Beasley, Seattle, WA • James 
Bell, King of Prussia, PA • Elna Bentley, 
Birmingham, AL • Evan Bever, India-
napolis, IN • Dan Biber, Charlotte, NC 
• Annette Bickers, Memphis, TN • Ev-
elyn Bishop, Sebastopol, CA • Michael 
Blair, Toronto, ON • Kent Blevins, Shel-

by, NC • Diana Bloss, Pittsburgh, PA • Carol Blythe, 
Silver Spring, MD • Dwight Bolick, College Station, TX 
• Janice Bourne, Wynnewood, PA • Richard Bowser, 
Ypsilanti, MI • David Boyle, Lafayette, GA • Martha 
Bradshaw, North Stonington, CT • Mary Brake, German-
town, TN • James Braker, Rochester, NY • Wanda Bram-
mer, Turtle Creek, PA • C.C. Brechtelsbauer, Sioux Falls, 
SD • James Brent, Warrenton, MO • Mikael Broadway, 
High Point, NC • Naomi Broadway, Simpsonville, SC • 
John Bruneau, Camrose, Alberta • Edna Bryan, Chapel 
Hill, NC • Tom Bryson, Charlotte, NC • Mary Buck, 
Charlotte, NC • Ron Buckley, Port Williams, NS • Nan-
cy Bumgardner, Durham, NC • Tom Burkett, Granville, 
OH • Maggie Burkett, Granville, OH • John Burns, 
Hyattsville, MD • Jean Burton, Gallupville, NY • Allan 
Burton, Birmingham, AL • U.C. Business, La Jolla, CA • 
Emelyn Buskirk, Watsonville, CA • John Butler, Lexing-
ton, MA • Daniel Buttry, Hamtramck, MI • Nancy Byard, 
Raleigh, NC • Nancy Byleen, Hales Corners, WI • Roland 
Byrd, Blacksburg, VA • James C. Miller, Bristol, RI • 
Cecelia and Mark Caldwell • Robin Campbell, Park City, 
UT • Ton Campolo, Bryn Mawr, PA • Jose, Caraballo, 
Pheonix, AZ • Sarah Carleton • Lee Carlson, Lawrence, 
KS • Beth Carlson-Malena, Vancouver, BC • John, Car-
man, Scarborough, ME • Ben, Carman, Kansas City, MO 
• Peter Carman, Schenectady, NY • Roy Carney, Upper 
Marlboro, MD • Thomas Carr, Suffield, CT • Deliris 
Carrion, Luquillo, PR • Polly Carroll, Oberlin, OH • 

Right: Ximena Ulloa Montemayor and 
Luz Amparo Chaguendo Ospina, Co-

Coordinators of the Global Baptist 
Peace Conference, held jointly 

with the 2019 BPFNA Summer 
Conference.  

Photo by Allison Paksoy.

BPFNA ~ Bautistas por la Paz • 2019-2020 Annual Report      19



Contributors
Donald Cassidy, Frankfort, KY • Isaac Castaneda, New 
York, NY • Michael Castle, Kettering, OH • Shella Chace, 
Ithaca, NY • Janet Chartier, Davidson, NC • Kerry Chees-
man, Pickerington, OH • Katherine Cheves, Williams-
burg, VA • Harold Christensen, Sioux Falls, SD • Michael 
Christensen, Sioux Falls, SD • Wallace Christensen, La 
Verne, CA • Jan Clark, Burlington, NC • Seth Clark • 
Tom Clifton, Glenshaw, PA • Liz Clinkscales, Worcester, 
MA • Camy Clough • Ruth Clowater, Zion Crossroads, 
VA • James Cobban • Carole Collins, Sylva, NC • Erin 
Conaway, Waco, TX • Elizabeth Congdon, Red Bank, NJ 
• Elizabeth, Conn • Renee Connelly, Durham, NC • 
Austin Connors, Raleigh, NC • Jan Constantinescu, Van-
couver, BC • Katie Cook, Waco, TX • Gwen Cook, Char-
lotte, NC • Allene Cooley, Charlotte, NC • Kaye Cooper, 
Charlottesville, VA • Sandra Cope, Irvine, CA • Shirley 
Copeland, Brantford, ON • Jennifer Cornelison • Thom-
as Coursen, Fort Wayne, IN • Tom Coursen III • Robert 
Crabtree, Westlake, OH • Ruth Cramer, Kennett Square, 
PA • Susan Cranfield, Dearborn, MI • Roger Crook, Cary, 
NC • Adney Cross, Knoxville, TN • Kenny Crump, Rus-
ton, LA • Sarah and David Culp, Rochester, NY • DeAnn 
Cunningham, Charlotte, NC • Lois Dahlberg, Kellogg, 
ID • Robert Dalton, Fairfield, OH • George Daniels, Oro 
Valley, AZ • David Daniels, Omaha, NE • Jim Dant, 
Greenville, SC • Janet Davies, Cranston, RI • Charles 
Davis, Severna Park, MD • Duane Davis, Jasper, GA • 
Gary Davis, Seattle, WA • Kevin Davis, Long Island City, 
NY • Jonathan Davis, Georgetown, TX • Beverly Davison, 
Madison, WI • James Davison, Madison, WI • Zach 
Dawes, Pflugerville, TX • Frank Dawkins, Winston Salem, 
NC • Sara Day, Flagstaff, AZ • Daniel Day, Durham, NC 
• Judson Day, Sacramento, CA • Jeff Day, Baton Rouge, 
LA • Ivano De Gasperis, Rome, Lazio • Liliana De Valle, 
San Jose, CA • Nancy Dean, Spencerport, NY • Paul 
Dekar, Dundas, ON • Paul Dempsey, Mars Hill, NC • 
Austi Dennis, Asheville, NC • David Deulofeu, Tacoma 
Park, MD • Gene Dewey, Fitchburg, WI • Jordan Dick-
inson, Dorset, VT • Teresa Diewert, Surrey, BC • Isabel 
Docampo, Loveland, CO • Kenneth Dodgson, Rochester, 
NY • Robert Doll, Bellingham, WA • Doug Donley, 
Mounds View, MN • Trish Donley, St. Paul, MN • Roger 
Donley • VA Douglas, Elyria, OH • Kenneth Downes, 
Shelburne Falls, MA • Miles Dresser, McMinnville, OR 
• Don Dresser, Oakland, CA • Cheryl Dudley, New York, 
NY • Christopher Duffie, Raytown, MO • Laurie Dullaart, 
Toronto, ON • Tillie Duncan, Indian Land, SC • Karen 
Duran, Martinez, CA • Richard Dutton, Wilmot Flat, NH 
• William Dyck, Cochabamba,  • Alan Eakes, Charlotte, 

NC • Dale Edmondson, Oakland, CA • Lauren Efird, 
Cary, NC • Carol Eklund, Concord, CA • Richard Ellis, 
Lewisburg, PA • Kris Elsberry, Nashville, TN • Sybil 
Eppinger, Phoenix, AZ • Jaime, Escobar, New York, NY 
• Jack Esslinger, Gambier, OH • Joan, Estate, Oakland, 
CA • Ken Evans, Louisville, KY • Victor Eyth, Mentor, 
OH • Lowell Fewster, Bloomfield, CT • William Finger, 
Charlotte, NC • Lee Finklea, Latta, SC • Rachael Fisher, 
Springfield, MA • Lynne Fisher, Fairport, NY • David 
Follett, Milton, MA • Glenda Fontenot, Bellaire, TX • 
Angeia Forde, Matthews, NC • Amy Francis, Chattanoo-
ga, TN • Delores Franco, Mt. Vernon, NY • Jonathan 
Friesen, Chicago, IL • Katy Friggle-Norton, Havertown, 
PA • Alcides Fuentes, Concord, CA • Lynn Gaertner-John-
ston, Seattle, WA • Martha Gale, Penney Farms, FL • 
Glenn Gall, Oberlin, OH • Lois Gambill, West Des 
Moines, IA • Sarah Garcia, Sugar Grove, IL • Doris Gar-
cia Rivera, Carolina, PR • Verónica Garibay-Bravo, Que-
retaro, Qro • James A. Garrison • Beverly Gavel, Denver, 
CO • Norman Gearhart, Worthington, OH • Jerry Gentry, 
Atlanta, GA • Tom Gentry, Akron, OH • Sandra George, 
Scotia, NY • Kenneth George, Mont Clare, PA • William 
George, Easley, SC • Peg George, Doylestown, PA • Ken-
neth George, Montclare, PA • Ron Getz, Port Hope, ON 
• Marlene Gil, Taunton, MA • Everett Gill, Black Moun-
tain, NC • Patricia Gillis, Statesboro, GA • Daniel Glaze, 
Richmond, VA • Robert Goetz, Pittsboro, NC • Hal Gold, 
Melbourne, FL • Josue Gómez-Menéndez, Caparra 
Heights, San Juan, PR • Brunilda González, San Juan, PR 
• Sarah Gonzalez-Lopez, Caguas, PR • Susan Gottshall, 
King of Prussia, PA • Jane Grant, Rochester, NY • Chris 
Grapentine, Ypsilanti, MI • Elizabeth Green, Cagliari, 
Fermo • Larry Greenfield, Rochester, NY • John Grisham, 
Chatham, IL • Richard Groves, Winston-Salem, NC • 
Frank Guinta, Wolfville, NS • Gary Gunderson, Winston 
Salem, NC • Adalia Gutierrez-Lee, Norristown, PA • John 
Haig, Mt. Martha, Victoria • Sarah Halverson, Costa 
Mesa, CA • Stephen Hammond, Oberlin, OH • Michelle 
Hammons, Oakland, CA • Evelyn Hanneman, Albuquer-
que, NM • Sharon Happ-Nothnagle, Tamworth, NH • 
Phyllis Hardin, Tucker, GA • Paul Hardwick, Walnut 
Creek, CA • Roxana Harper, Seattle, WA • Richard Har-
ris, King of Prussia, PA • Doug Harris, Chicago, IL • 
Betty Harris, Wetaskiwin, AB • Steve Hartman, Green 
Bay, WI • Ruth Harvey, Cambridge, MA • Sandra 
Hasenauer, Spencerport, NY • Janet Hasselblad, Seattle, 
WA • Stan Hastey, West Palm Beach, FL • Charles Hawn 
• Paul Hayes, Groton, CT • Scott Hayes, Danielson, CT 
• William Haynes, Charlotte, NC • Brian Henderson, 
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Denver, CO • David Hendon, Waco, TX • Janet Hen-
dricks, Boulder, CO • Leslie Hergert, Somerville, MA • 
Waleska Hernandez, Carolina, PR • Margaret Hess, 
Nashua, NH • Beverly Hester, Matthews, NC • Gail Hill, 
Chico, CA • Karen Hilliker, London, ON • Anne Hoflen, 
Saint Paul, MN • Robert Hogan, Pleasant Hill, CA • 
Wanny Hogewood, Denver, NC • Edith Holleman, Silver 
Spring, MD • Dale Holmes, Gainesville, GA • Prudence 
Holton, Westerly, RI • Beth Honeycutt, Mars Hill, NC • 
Nancy Horan, Albany, NY • Alan Hoskins, Bardstown, 
KY • Kathryn House, Louisville, KY • Dorothy Howland, 
Pultneyville, NY • David Hunt, Milwaukie, OR • Horace 
Hunt, Black Mountain, NC • Daniel Hunter, Cinnamin-
son, NJ • Anne Ierardi, Yarmouth Port, MA • Melissa 
Jackson, Richmond, VA • Cynthia Jackson-Kiley, Lees 
Summit, MO • Marion Jacobsen, Lewisburg, PA • Steve 
James, Burnsville, NC • James Ella James, Oakland, CA 
• Revs. James, Portland, OR • Marilyn Jenkins, Nepean, 
ON • Sandra John, Chico, CA • Harriet Johnson, Min-
neapolis, MN • Roy Johnson, Pullman, WA • Charles 
Johnson, Fort Worth, TX • Edward Johnson, Groton, CT 
• Grace Johnson, Charlotte, NC • Stephen Jones, Kansas 
City, MO • John Jones, Milwaukee, WI • David Jordan, 
Avondale Estates, GA • Miller & Gay Jordan, Charlotte, 
NC • Donna Joseph, Bath, NY • Bruce Kantor, Charlotte, 
NC • Toni Kasko, Baltimore, MD • Brian Kaylor, Jeffer-
son City, MO • Martha Kearse, Lynchburg, VA • John 
Keele, Columbus, IN • Sheldon Keller, Mashpee, MA • 
Kyle Kelley, Shreveport, LA • Fran-
ces Kelley, Shreveport, LA • Sandra 
Kelly, North Scituate, RI • Lloyd 
Kenyon, Morris Plains, NJ • Fran, 
Kerr, Charlotte, NC • Thomas Kes-
sler, Cedar Falls, IA • James Ket-
cham, Troy, NY • Robert Ketcham, 
Laconia, NH • Bryn Keytanjian, 
Swarthmore, PA • John Khanlian, 

Moorestown, NJ • Beth Kieft, Denver, CO • C.J. Kilgore, 
Ithaca, NY • Julie Kilmer, East Lansing, MI • Cheryl 
Kimble, Austin, TX • Colleen Klassen • Patricia Klein, 
Charlotte, NC • Douglas Koch, Cambridge, MA • Sharon 
Koh, King of Prussia, PA • Charles Krajewski, North 
Sutton, NH • Margaret Kutter, Kansas City, MO • Myra 
Lackey, Springfield, MO • Tony Langbehn, Bowie, MD 
• Frances Langstaff, Durham, NC • Pricila Lara, New 
Haven, CT • André Lash, Mount Dora, FL • San Lat, 
Shawnee, KS • Lanny Law, New Brighton, MN • Terrie 
Lawrence • Fran Leanza, Euclid, OH • Faithe Ledbetter, 
Happy Valley, OR • Greg Ledbetter, Pleasant Hill, CA • 
Janice Lee, Ottawa, KS • Gerry Lee, Yakima, WA • Jeff 
Lennard, Harrisonburg, VA • Joe Leonard, Philadelphia, 
PA • Susan Lepore, N Scituate, RI • Gayle Lewis, Burns-
ville, MN • Marsha Lewis, Macon, GA • Gwenyth Lew-
is, Albuquerque, NM • Madeleine Lewis, Norwich, CT 
• Elizabeth Lewis, Norwich, CT • Edward Libby, Rock-
ford, IL • Leslie Limbaugh, Festus, MO • Francisco 
Litardo, Overland Park, KS • Patricia Long, Raleigh, NC 
• Orlando Lopez, Bogota, Distrito Capital • James 
Lowder, Black Mountain, NC • Jean Lubke, South St 
Paul, MN • Patricia Ludwig, Lockport, NY • Peter Lund, 
Portsmouth, NH • Eric Lundquist, Waukesha, WI • 
Robin Lunn, Makawao, HI • Anne Macke • Nancy 
Mackie, Simsbury, CT • Fred Madren, Fountaintown, IN 
• Donna Maher, Media, PA • Colleen Maki, Eveleth, MN 
• Anthony Malone, Latham, NY • Paul Manierre, Avon 

When they lost their property, 
leaders of the Seminario Bautista in 
Mexico City took their classes to the 

mountains. Right: A 2020 
group of graduates pose

 with their certificates.
Photo courtesy of 

Noé Trujillo Hernández & 
Suriana González Juárez
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Park, FL • Elizabeth Manning, Nashville, TN • Richard 
Manz, Asheville, NC • Alan Marr, Southbank, Victoria • 
Marvin Marsh, King of Prussia, PA • Linda Mashburn, 
Abingdon, VA • Jerrie Matney, Chicopee, MA • Cynthia 
Maybeck, Worcester, MA • Viola Mayol, Evanston, IL • 
Ricardo Mayol Bracero, Cuidad Guatemala • Yeris May-
ol-Garcia, Arlington, VA • Kelly McCarthy, Charlotte, 
NC • Ralph McCoy, Durham, NC • Jill McCrory, Rock-
ville, MD • David McCurdy, Elmhurst, IL • Jim McDan-
iel, Zionsville, IN • Rachel McGuire, Rochester, NY • 
LeeAnn McKenna, Mono Township, ON • Gene McLeod, 
Wilmington, NC • Katherine McMillan, Jacksonville, FL 
• Carlos Menendez, San Juan, PR • Lydia Mercado, 
Richmond, VA • Ian Mevorach, Natick, MA • Mary 
Meyer, Brooklyn, NY • C. Michael, Richmond, VA • 
Gordon Miner, Indianapolis, IN • Sandy Mitchell, Con-
cord, CA • Peter Mitchell, Rochester, NY • Randle Mixon, 
Costa Mesa, CA • Peter Mockridge, Brevard, NC • Wes 
Monfalcone, Casselberry, FL • Rubén Monroy, Quereta-
ro, Qro, MX • Ruth Mooney, San Pedro, San José • Clau-
dia Moore, Springfield, VA • Janet Moore, Wyoming, OH 
• Déadra Moore, Minneapolis, MN • Tim Moore, Char-
lotte, NC • Pablo Moreno, Cali, Colombia • Bruce Mor-
gan, Kansas City, MO • Gerald & Polly Morgan, Greens-
boro, NC • Biddle Morris • Betty Moseley, Ft Collins, CO 
• James Moseley, Ormond Beach, FL • Diego Mosquera, 
Mijas Costa, Malaga • Brenda Moulton, Cape Elizabeth, 
ME • Kathleen Murphy, Roscommon, MI • Elizabeth 
Myers, Scottsville, NY • Sarah Myers, Boulder, CO • 
Karlyn & Glenn Nance, Thomasville, NC • Wendy Neale, 
Clayton, CA • Jane Nelson, Turnwater, WA • Virgil Nel-
son, Roseville, CA • Felicien Nemeyimana • Ronald 
Newsom, Indianapolis, IN • Alan Newton, East Green-
wich, RI • Andora Nicholson, Statesville, NC • Debra 
Nicholson-Elwell • Sylvia Niedner, Columbus, OH • VA 
Nielsen, Seattle, WA • Alvaro Nieves, Spencer, IN • Leon 
Oaks-Lee, Fayetteville, NY • Robert Oberg, Charlotte, 
NC • Gerardo Oberman • Addison Oliver, Durham, NC 
• Mark Olson, Fredericksburg, VA • Salvador Orellana, 
Valley Forge, PA • Galdys,Ortiz, Contiguo al Banco 
Hiptecario, Ahuachapan • Nelson Ortiz • Norman Over-
ly, Bloomington, IN • Toni Page, Grandview, MO • Alli-
son Paksoy, Charlotte, NC • Joseph Palen, Minneapolis, 
MN • Maria Palmer, Chapel Hill, NC • Ken Parker, New 
Haven, CT • Sharon Parker, Clayton, MO • Wendy Par-
telow, Hamilton, NY • Mary Passage, Corning, NY • Jane 
Patterson, Charlotte, NC • J. Paul, Milton, WI • Anita 
Peebles, Seattle, WA • Phil Pennington, Ooltewah, TN • 
Elaine Pennington, Ooltewah, TN • Tim Pennington-Rus-

sell, WA, DC • Julie Pennington-Russell, WA, DC • Joseph 
Perdue, Branford, CT • Joe Perdue, Cooperstown, NY • 
William Perkett, Springfield, VA • Anna Perkins, Upland, 
IN • Marshall Peters, Westfield, IN • Aubin Petersen, 
Arlington, TX • Tim Phillips, Seattle, WA • Mayra Pi-
cos-Lee, Norristown, PA • James Pike, Chapel Hill, NC 
• Roger Pittard, Henrico, VA • Sheila Plott, Norfolk, VA 
• Nancy Plott Williams, Richmond, VA • Larry Poelma, 
Charlotte, NC • LeDayne McLeese Polaski, Charlotte, 
NC • William Polaski, Palm Harbor, FL • Marcus Pome-
roy, Berwyn, PA • Diane Pomeroy, Lebanon, PA • John 
Pope, Springfield, VA • Jim Pratt, Noank, CT • Caryl 
Price, Chapel Hill, NC • Lowell Pullen, Ashburn, VA • 
Gary Purdy, Hamilton, ON • Ann Quattlebaum, Green-
ville, SC • Jeanette Quick, Greensboro, NC • Barney 
Raffield, Asheville, NC • J. Thomas Raisner, Marcy, NY 
• Patricia Ransom, Waukesha, WI • Gerri Ratliff, Arling-
ton, VA • James Ratliff • Vern, Ratzlaff, Saskatoon, SK • 
Kathryn Ray, Chicago, IL • Jimmy Reader, Rochester, NY 
• Stephen, Reeves, Decatur, GA • Gayle Reynolds, Chico, 
CA • Claire Rider, Madison, WI • Rick Ritter, Charlotte, 
NC • Luis Rivera-Pagan, Trujillo Alto, PR • James Rob-
inson, Grand Ledge, MI • Thomas Roderick, New York, 
NY • Crucita Rodriguez, Carolina, PR • Ruth Eunice 
Rodriguez de Orantes, Santa Ana, San Salvador • Bill 
Roelofs, Sioux Center, IA • Brooke Rolston, Seattle, WA 
• David Rose, Greenfield, IN • Douglas Roy, Minneap-
olis, MN • Joe Roy, Wenatchee, WA • Leonel Rubiano 
Villa, Cali, Valle del Cauca, Colombia • Josue Saldivar, 
Tucson, AZ • Stephanie Salinas, Westwood, MA • Dennis 
Sampson, Dousman, WI • Patricia Sanchez, Mariana de 
Jesus, Quito • Ted Sandberg, Chico, CA • Morgan & 
Peggy Sanderford Ponder, Birmingham, AL • Cody 
Sanders, Jamaica Plain, MA • Robert Sanders, Indianap-
olis, IN • Mary Sarhatt, Kalamazoo, MI • Sally & Maria, 
Sarratt, WA, DC • Jacquline Saxon, Urbandale, IA • Anne 
Scalfaro, Denver, CO • Stephen Scappa, Pacific Palisades, 
CA • Michelle Schellinger Gutierrez, Boston, MA • Sam 
Schlegel, St Augustine, FL • Don Schlosser, Nashville, 
TN • Madelyn Schnick, Strafford, MO • Lia Scholl, Win-
ston-Salem, NC • Daniel Schweissing, Aurora, CO • 
Leroy Seat, Liberty, MO • Ken Sehested, Asheville, NC 
• Karen Selig, Port Angeles, WA • Frances Shambaugh, 
Gatlinburg, TN • Joseph Shank, Nashville, TN • Wayne 
Shireman, Ames, IA • Grace Shirk, Lancaster, PA • Lisa 
Shirley, Dallas, TX • Lenita Shumaker, Clayton, CA • 
Perkin Simpson, East Norriton, PA • Larry Sims, Amity, 
OR • Bob Sittig • Stan Slade, Royersford, PA • Jonathan 
Sledge, Raleigh, NC • Sanford Smith, Omaha, NE • Andy 
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Contributors
Smith, Newton, NJ • Terry Smith, Mississauga, ON • 
Nancy Smith, Martinez, CA • Sue Smith, Fredericksburg, 
VA • Jason Smith, Arkadelphia, AR • Johnattan Soltero 
• Garth Sorensen, Culver City, CA • Kathleen Southwick, 
Seattle, WA • Betsy Sowers, S Weymouth, MA • Kathryn 
Stafford, Ann Arbor, MI • Dorothy Stassen, Philadelphia, 
PA • Scott Stearman, New York, NY • Brian Stefan-Szit-
tai, Cleveland, OH • T. Stewart, Alpharetta, GA • Warren 
Stewart, Phoenix, AZ • Terri Stewart, Woodinville, WA 
• Bob Stillerman, Charlotte, NC • Sara Stokes, Dallas, 
TX • Karen Stoner, Northfield, OH • Carolyn Strange, 
Tampa, FL • M. Strauss, Tuckahoe, NY • Ruth Stuart, 
Sandwich, NH • Arthur Stuivenberg • Karen Sundland, 
Milwaukee, WI • Gordon Swan, Worcester, MA • Maria 
Swearingen, WA, DC • Laurie Sweigard, Malvern, PA • 
Barbara Taft, Mesa, AZ • Jennifer Talley, Wake Forest, 
NC • Cathy Tamsberg, Raleigh, NC • Allison Tanner, El 
Cerrito, CA • Kay Tarazi, McLean, VA • Douglas Tarpley, 
Dyersburg, TN • Luciana Tauri, Casildo Villar, Buenos 
Aires • E. G. Tegenfeldt, Lacey, WA • James Tenbensel, 
Minneapolis, MN • Sandy Tennies, Chevy Chase, MD • 
John Thayer, Blue Bell, PA • Ann Thompson, Fort Worth, 
TX • Dean Thompson, Sutherland, NE • Alissia,Thomp-
son, Woodstock, IL • Olive Tiller, Cranberry Twp, PA • 
Robert Tiller, Silver Spring, MD • Mica Togami, San 
Diego, CA • Sara Tollefson, Seattle, WA • Charlotte 
Tonks, Brentwood, TN • A. Ronald Tonks • Jessica Tor-
res-Torres, Indianapolis, IN • 
Bethene Trexel, New York, NY • 
Richard Tucker, Brevard, NC • Dar-
la Turlington, Palm Coast, FL • 
Karen Turner, Toronto, ON • Wil-
liam Turpie, Vineyard Haven, MA • 
Ximena Ulloa Montemayor, Benito 
Juárez, Cuidad de Mexico, MX • 
Anna Utech, W Bridgewater, MA • 
Martha Van Cleave, Dayton, OR • 
Van Hall, Pittsburgh, PA • Tonya 
Vickery, Sylva, NC • Pablo Villarro-
el, Quito, Pichincha • Ruth Vindas, 

Right: The BPFNA followed closely 
the massive women’s protests in 
Mexico in March 2020. Photos 

courtesy of Verónica Garibay-Bravo.

Santo Domingo, Heredia • Cheryl Wade, Hardy, VA • 
Meredith Wagstaff, Mocksville, NC • David Wallace, 
Nevada City, CA • James Wallace, Cambridge, MA • Tom 
Walsh, Memphis, TN • B. James, Walter, Reelsville, IN • 
Michael Ware, Chicago, NY • Bradley Warfield, Arden, 
NC • Jamie Washam, Lincoln, RI • Donald Watson, Mc-
Minnville, OR • George Watts, Peterborough, ON • 
Rebecca Waugh, WA, DC • Susan Wegner, Houston, TX 
• Barnet Weinstock, Charlotte, NC • Sarah Welton, Palm-
er, Alaska • Stephanie Westenkatz, Newton, MA • Don-
ald Wheeler, Ridgewood, NJ • David Wheeler, Portland, 
OR • Gordon Whitaker, Chapel Hill, NC • Paul Whiteley, 
Louisville, KY • Bryan,Whitfield, Macon, GA • Patricia 
Whitt, Saint Louis, MO • Brook, Wicker, Raleigh, NC • 
Bertha Wieler, St Catharines, ON • Ashlee Wiest-Laird, 
Jamaica Plain, MA • Craig Wiester, Minneapolis, MN • 
Catherine Wilcox-Browne, Warwick, RI • H. William, 
Madison, WI • Ken Williams, Fairport, NY • George,Wil-
liamson, Katonah, NY • Vicki Wilson, Minneapolis, MN 
• Beth Wilson, Minneapolis, MN • Sofia Wolman, Bristol, 
ME • Thomas Wood, Plattsburgh, NY • Jodylynn,Wood, 
Dearborn Heights, MI • Bill Woolf, Decatur, GA • Bill 
Wooten, Clemson, SC • Roxanna Wright, Ardmore, PA 
• Joan Yarborough, Asheville, NC • Peiyin Ruth Yeo-Pe-
terman, Clinton, WA • Terry York, Waco, TX • Mary 
Young, Oakdale, PA • Bernard Yurke, Boise, ID • Joseph 
Zanfordino. n
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BPFNA       Bautistas por la Paz
Baptist Peace Fellowship of  North America, Inc.

Witnessing to God’s peace rooted in justice ~ working 
together until it comes. / Testificando sobre la paz de 

Dios enraizada en justicia ~ Trabajando hasta que llegue.


